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San Francisco 
(Be Sure to Wear Some Flowers in Your Hair)

If you‘re going to San Francisco
Be sure to wear some flowers in your hair

If you‘re going to San Francisco
You‘re gonna meet some gentle people there

For those who come to San Francisco
Summertime will be a love-in there

In the streets of San Francisco
Gentle people with flowers in their hair

All across the nation such a strange vibration
People in motion

There‘s a whole generation with a new explanation
People in motion people in motion

For those who come to San Francisco
Be sure to wear some flowers in your hair

If you come to San Francisco
Summertime will be a love-in there

If you come to San Francisco
Summertime will be a love-in there

Info
Scott McKenzie (born Philip Blondheim on January 10, 1939, Jacksonville, Florida) is an American singer, best known 
for his 1967 hit single and generational anthem, „San Francisco (Be Sure To Wear Flowers In Your Hair)“. 
„San Francisco“ became a hippie anthem in the United States and was popular around the world. It was played during 
the Summer of Love in San Francisco.

The Summer of Love refers to the summer of 1967, when an unprecedented gathering of as many as 100,000 young 
people converged on the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood of San Francisco, creating a phenomenon of cultural and 
political rebellion. While hippies also gathered in New York, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Seattle, Portland, 
Washington, D.C., Chicago, Vancouver, and across Europe, San Francisco was the epicenter of the hippie revolution, a 
melting pot of music, psychedelic drugs, sexual freedom, creative expression, and politics. The Summer of Love became 
a defining moment of the 1960s, as the hippie counterculture movement came into public awareness. 
The Summer of Love is often considered as having been a social experiment, because of various alternative living styles 
that were utilized during this time, including: communal living; the free and communal sharing of resources, often-
times amongst total strangers; and free love.

Flower child or Flower Children usually someone born between 1940 and 1955 originated as a synonym for hippie, 
especially those who gathered in San Francisco and environs during the summer of 1967, which was called the Summer 
of Love. It was the custom of „Flower Children“ to wear flowers to symbolize peace and love. During the earliest years 
of its use, the term was most commonly used in the plural, only rarely in the singular.
(source: http://en.wikipedia.org)
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Questions

1) In your own words - try describe the general mood of the song (music & lyrics).

2) Line 4 gives you the expression „gentle people“. Have a look at the definition of „gentle“ 
 below.
 Try to give a more detailed characterization of those „people“. How does the singer see   
 them?

3) Lines 9 to 12 are stressed in the song by a change of the chords used and a varying   
 strumming technique. That could point to some kind of central function of this stanza 
 concerning the theme of the song. 
 In your opinion what are the key words of this stanza and in what way do they give an 
 account of the year the song was written?


